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GUIDE INFORMATION 01

Does the Edge of your Tile Matter?

….in your tile or stone installation? YES, it does. The profile of your product can change 
how large the joint looks. If you are getting ready for a tile installation, then LEARN 
here how it matters. 

GRAPHICS

Cushioned: Difficulty Level Easiest

1/4”

1/4”

1/8”

PLAN VIEW

CUSHIONED EDGE – An edge 
that is formed when pressing 
the tile into its shape.  The 
edge is radiused and can 
make the tile grout joint larger 
than the actual spacer size.

THE ACUTUAL GROUT JOINT SPACE – 1/8”
THE VISUAL GROUT JOINT – 1/4”.
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Eased Edge: Difficulty Level Moderate
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PLAN VIEW

EASED EDGE – An edge that 
fabricated by removing the 
square edge. This protects 
the edge from chipping.

THE ACUTUAL GROUT JOINT SPACE – 1/8”
THE VISUAL GROUT JOINT – 3/16”.
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Square Edge: Difficulty Level Expert

1/8”

1/8”

1/8”
SQUARE EDGE – An edge 
that is a right angle.  This 
shows the exact size of 
the spacer.

THE ACUTUAL GROUT JOINT SPACE – 1/8”
THE VISUAL GROUT JOINT – 1/8”.

PLAN VIEW
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Final Thoughts

Grout joints are a pivotal part of a successful tile installation.  It is up to us to help the 
community understand the technical and aesthetic aspects of these joints. Choose 
the joint size carefully; think through it with each different tile.  Just because the 
consumer wants a smaller joint doesn't mean they need a small joint.   

1. All ceramic, glass and stone tile must have a joint, This is most commonly filled 
with grout.

2. The size of the grout joint depends on a few things:

• The Installers skill level.  The smaller the grout joint the more difficult the 
installation.

• The squareness of the tile.  All tiles vary in size and this difference directly 
affects the joint size.

• The flatness of the substrate.

For the Visual Learner: A video explaining this concept in more detail

Tile Installation Questions?  Email ccahoon@tilebar.com  

https://youtu.be/00CZg8HVGWA
mailto:ccahoon@tilebar.com
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